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TAGS: OGEN, SN, APUB 

SUBJECT: GOS IMPOSES NEW PROCEDURES FOR PUBLISHING, IMPORTING AND 
DISTRIBUTING INFORMATION MATERIALS 

1. EMBASSY RECEIVED DECEMBER 29 CIRCULAR NOTE SENT TO 
ALL DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR MISSIONS SETTING FORTH 
PROCEDURES MISSIONS MUST EOLLOW WHEN PUBLISHING, 

IMPORTING AND DISTRIBUTING INEORMATION MATERIALS IN 
ANY FORM. WE DELAYED REPORTING THIS DEVELOPMENT IN 
ORDER TO CANVASS THE DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS TO DETERMINE 
THEIR VIEWS AND DISCOVER WHETHER THEY HAD ANY INFO 
WHICH WOULD EXPLAIN GOS ACTION. EOLLOWING IS BRIBE 
SUMMARY OF NEW PROCEDURES. 

(A) MISSIONS WISHING TO PUBLISH INEORMATION 
MATERIALS MUST APPLY EOR EXECUTION TO MFA 
UNDER SECTION 32 OE THE NEWSPAPER AND 
PRINTING PRESSES ACT OE 1974. APPLICATIONS 
MUST PROVIDE FULL PARTICULARS OF MATERIALS 
TO BE PUBLISHED, WITH TITLES AND EREQUENCY 
OE PUBLICATION. THREE COPIES WILL HAVE TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO MEA PRIOR TO DISTRIBUTION. 

(B) MPA ADVANCE WRITTEN APPROVAL IS REQUIRED EOR 
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IMPORTATION OP INEORMATION MATERIALS, INCLUDING 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS OF HOME GOVERNMENT, MEANT 
EOR DISTRIBUTION IN SINGAPORE. 

(C) AUTHORIZED OEEICER APPOINTED UNDER UNDESIRABLE 
PUBLICATIONS ACT MAY REEUSE ENTRY TO ANY 
MATERIALS DEEMED PREJUDICIAL. 

(D) PRIOR WRITTEN APPROVAL FROM MFA IS REQUIRED 
BEFORE MISSIONS CAN DISTRIBUTE ANY PUBLICATIONS 
TO SHCOOLS IN SINGAPORE. 

(E) EILMS AND TAPES INTENDED EOR USE BY RADIO 
AND TV SINGAPORE CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO 
DIRECTOR OE BROADCASTING. FILMS INTENDED EOR 
EXHIBITION TO THE PUBLIC THROUGH OTHER CHANNELS 
MUST BEAR CENSORSHIP CERTIFICATE FROM THE 
BOARD OE EILM CENSORS. 

2. TEXT OE NOTE WAS PUBLISHED IN NEW NATION 
JANUARY 10, WITH ONE UNIDENTIEIED FOREIGN 
EMBASSY 

SPOKESMAN SAYING, "WE WILL COMPLY AS PAR AS POSSIBLE, BUT 
WE ARE UNCLEAR AS TO WHETHER THESE STIPULATIONS COVER 
PRESS RELEASES." 

3. NOTE HAS GENERATED CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION AND 
SOME CONCERN AMONG DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN SINGAPORE, 
ESPECIALLY PROVISION REQUIRING MISSIONS TO SUBMIT 
THREE COPIES OP INPORMATION MATERIALS TO MPA PRIOR TO 
DISTRIBUTION. CONSEQUENTLY, SUBJECT MAY COME UP AT 
NEXT MEETING OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS SCHEDULED EOR 
JANUARY 29. EMBASSY BELIEVES NOTE ESSENTIALLY DIRECTED 
AGAINST EMBASSIES AND CONSULATES REPRESENTING COMMUNIST 
GOVERNMENTS. NORTH KOREAN CONSULATE GENERAL HAS 
IDPPORTEDLY GIYTRIBUTED LOCALLY A FLOOD OF PROPAGANDA 
WHICH HAS AROUSED GOS IRE, AND IT MAY WELL 

BE THAT MPA NOTE IS DESIGNED TO BRING THIS SITUATION 
UNDER CONTROL AS WELL AS PREVENT OTHER COMMUNIST EMBASSIES 
PROM ENGAGING IN SIMILAR ACTIVITY. NEW CONTROL SYSTEM 
MAY ALSO BE DESIGNED TO PREPARE EOR ULTIMATE ESTABLISHMENT 
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OP PRC EMBASSY IN SINAPORE. 

4. PAO HAS INPORMALLY DISCUSSED PROBLEM WITH UK, AUSTRALIAN, 
AND NEW ZEALAND COUNTERPARS. GENERAL CONSENSUS OF 

THIS GROUP, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OP RESPECTIVE HEADS 
OP MISSION, IS THAT THEIR DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS SHOULD 
GIVE MINIMAL COMPLIANCE TO THE PROVISIONS OP MPA NOTE. 
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5. WITH TWO POSSIBLE EXCEPTIONS, NOTE POSES NO PROBLEMS 
FOR USIS. ASSUMING WE ARE CORRECT IN BELIEVING NOTE 
DIRECTED PRIMARILY AGAINST COMMUNIST EMBASSIES, WE 
THINK GOS WOULD GRANT BLANKET EXEMPTION FOR LOCAL 
PUBLICATION OF REGULAR USIS MATERIALS AND APPROVE 
IMPORTATION OF THE SAME. (SEE PARAS lA AND IB ABOVE.) 

WE HAVE RECEIVED NO CRITICISM FROM GOVERNMENT OF IMPORTED 
MATERIALS (E.G., HORIZONS AND WORLD TODAY) AND DO NOT 
BELIEVE THEY WOULD BE REFUSED ENTRY. PARA ID DOES NOT 
APPLY SINCE USIS DOES NOT DISTRIBUTE ANY MATERIALS TO 
SCHOOLS. USIS IS ALREADY COMPLYING WITH PARA IE WITH 
RESPECT TO FILMS. 

6. ONE POSSIBLE PROBLEM RAISED BY MFA NOTE IS LAST 
SENTENCE OF PARA I A, REQUIRING PROVISION OF THREE COPIES 
OF PUBLICATIONS TO MFA IN ADVANCE OF DISTRIBUTION. POST 
ALSO IMPORTS VTR'S THROUGH POUCH FOR SELECTIVE SHOWINGS 
AND THERE MAY BE SOME QUESTION WHETHER IE APPLIES TO THEM. 
SINCE PARA I A DOES NOT EXPLICITLY STATE THAT MFA MUST 
GRANT APPROVAL PRIOR TO DISTRIBUTION, WE PLAN TO SEND 

MFA THREE COPIES OF ALL PRESS RELEASES, TEXTS OF 
PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY SPEECHES, ETC., SLIGHTLY IN 
ADVANCE OF REGULAR DISTRIBUTION. WE BELIEVE THIS WILL 
PROBABLY SATISFY MFA; WE WOULD, OF COURSE, STRONGLY OPPOSE 
ANY MFA ATTEMPT TO HOLD UP REGULAR DISTRIBUTION PENDING 
MFA APPROVAL. FOR TIME BEING, WE WILL ALSO ASSUME THAT 
NOTE IS NOT DESIGNED TO COVER VTR'S. 

7. UNLESS DEPARTMENT DIRECTS OTHERWISE, AMBASSADOR PLANS 
TO INFORM COMMONWEALTH COLLEAGUES PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FOR 
COM CONFERENCE JANUARY 16 THAT U.S. PLANS TO COMPLY 
MINIMALLY WITH PROVISIONS OF NOTE. IF MFA INDICATES 
SUBSEQUENTLY THAT THIS COMPLIANCE IS NOT SUFFICIENT, WE 
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WILL TAKE MATTER UP WITH MFA INFORMALLY AND POINT OUT 
IMPOSSIBILITY OF USIS BEING ABLE TO CARRY OUT ITS INFORMATION 
PROGRAM IF ADVANCE APPROVAL OF ITS PRESS RELEASES AND 
OTHER REGULAR DISTRIBUTIONS IS REQUIRED. WE ARE RELUCTANT 
TO TAKE MATTER UP INFORMALLY NOW SINCE IT MIGHT RAISE 
UNNECESSARY ISSUE AND PRECIPITATE NEGATIVE GOS POSITION 
WHICH MIGHT NOT EMERGE IF QUESTION NOT RAISED. 

HOLDRIDGE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14 JAN 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SINGAP00195 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D76001 3-0771 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 58/aaaabzfl.tel 

Line Count: 162 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 JUN 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <23 SEP 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOS IMPOSES NEW PROCEDURES FOR PUBLISHING, IMPORTING AND DISTRIBUTING INFORMATION MATERIALS 
TAGS: OGEN, APUB, SN 
To: STATE USIA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



